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INTRODUCTION

Teaching is a fundamental purpose of the University of Florida and the dissemination of new knowledge in our classrooms, studios,
and clinics enables our students and trainees to fully explore their intellectual boundaries. Assessment and evaluation of our courses
are designed to enhance instruction and maximize learning to meet the mission of the university. This report contains the results
gathered through the new GatorEvals system. Students were invited to share their feedback on the teaching and course material. We
invite every faculty member to examine the analysis in the report and utilize the resources provided in the report. Thank you for your
continued great work!

Chris Hass, Ph.D. 
Associate Provost for Academic and Faculty Affairs 

Creation Date: Thursday, January 7, 2021

https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/
http://www.explorance.com


Student Self-Evaluation Questions

Why did you take this course?

How would you rate your own participation (completed readings, assignments, etc.) in this course?

How would you rate your own participation (completed readings, assignments, etc.) in this course?

Comparative Evaluation Results

University Core Instructor Evaluation Questions - Comparative Scores

Question
Your Score

DPT Mean
(Undergrad-

LAS(LS)-
Philosophy)

College
Average (CLAS-
Interdisciplinary

Studies)

University
Average

Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median

The instructor was enthusiastic about the course. 4.88 4.93 4.58 4.77 4.39 4.66 4.51 4.74

The instructor explained material clearly and in a way that
enhanced my understanding.

4.69 4.77 4.35 4.62 4.18 4.50 4.29 4.60

The instructor maintained clear standards for response and
availability (e.g. turnaround time for email, office hours, etc.)

4.81 4.88 4.50 4.70 4.35 4.61 4.44 4.69

The instructor fostered a positive learning environment that
engaged students.

4.69 4.83 4.40 4.66 4.27 4.57 4.38 4.67

The instructor provided prompt and meaningful feedback on
my work and performance in the course.

4.75 4.88 4.19 4.52 4.11 4.43 4.24 4.58

The instructor was instrumental to my learning in the course. 4.81 4.93 4.24 4.55 4.03 4.39 4.18 4.57

Overall 4.77 - 4.38 - 4.22 - 4.34 -
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University Core Course Evaluation Questions - Comparative Scores

Question
Your Score

DPT Mean
(Undergrad-

LAS(LS)-
Philosophy)

College
Average (CLAS-
Interdisciplinary

Studies)

University
Average

Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median

Course content (e.g., readings, activities, assignments) was
relevant & useful.

4.50 4.70 4.28 4.46 4.22 4.33 4.28 4.42

The course fostered regular interaction between student and
instructor.

4.13 4.50 4.13 4.34 3.86 4.08 3.98 4.20

Course activities and assignments improved my ability to
analyze, solve problems, and/or think critically.

4.75 4.88 4.27 4.51 4.12 4.28 4.20 4.37

Overall, this course was a valuable educational experience. 4.63 4.83 4.23 4.48 4.16 4.34 4.26 4.47

Overall 4.50 - 4.23 - 4.09 - 4.18 -

Aggregate Evaluation Results

University Core Instructor Evaluation Questions - Aggregate Chart

Note that in the following aggregate chart "Strongly Agree" and "Agree" have been grouped together as "Agree" while "Strongly
Disagree" and "Disagree" have been grouped together as "Disagree".
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University Core Course Evaluation Questions - Aggregate Chart

Note that in the following aggregate chart "Strongly Agree" and "Agree" have been grouped together as "Agree" while "Strongly
Disagree" and "Disagree" have been grouped together as "Disagree".

Percentages Evaluation Results

University Core Instructor Evaluation Questions

Strongly
Disagree

1

Disagree

2

Neutral

3

Agree

4

Strongly
Agree

5 Count Mean Median SD

The instructor was enthusiastic about the
course.

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 87.5% 16 4.88 5.00 0.34

The instructor explained material clearly and in
a way that enhanced my understanding.

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 31.3% 68.8% 16 4.69 5.00 0.48

The instructor maintained clear standards for
response and availability (e.g. turnaround time
for email, office hours, etc.)

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 18.8% 81.3% 16 4.81 5.00 0.40

The instructor fostered a positive learning
environment that engaged students.

0.0% 0.0% 6.3% 18.8% 75.0% 16 4.69 5.00 0.60

The instructor provided prompt and meaningful
feedback on my work and performance in the
course.

0.0% 0.0% 6.3% 12.5% 81.3% 16 4.75 5.00 0.58

The instructor was instrumental to my learning
in the course.

0.0% 0.0% 6.3% 6.3% 87.5% 16 4.81 5.00 0.54
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University Core Course Evaluation Questions

Strongly
Disagree

1

Disagree

2

Neutral

3

Agree

4

Strongly
Agree

5 Count Mean Median SD

Course content (e.g., readings, activities,
assignments) was relevant & useful.

0.0% 0.0% 12.5% 25.0% 62.5% 16 4.50 5.00 0.73

The course fostered regular interaction
between student and instructor.

6.3% 0.0% 18.8% 25.0% 50.0% 16 4.13 4.50 1.15

Course activities and assignments improved
my ability to analyze, solve problems, and/or
think critically.

0.0% 0.0% 6.3% 12.5% 81.3% 16 4.75 5.00 0.58

Overall, this course was a valuable
educational experience.

0.0% 6.3% 0.0% 18.8% 75.0% 16 4.63 5.00 0.81

For additional information and resources in each of these question areas, please visit the GatorEvals Website at
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/resources--policies/question-set/

Free Response Section

Please identify the instructor's strengths that contributed to your learning in the course.

Comments

The instructor was very responsive to student’s needs.

His notes were really helpful. It helped make the content from the book more understandable

Amazing instructor, always willing to discuss topics that don't make sense right away and actually wants to help you learn. So glad I
was able to take this course with him teaching it. Love his style and the high level of interaction there is between him and students.
Really easy to listen to and he made sure this class was interesting and never boring. 10/10 instructor!

Dr. Dorst is clearly very passionate about the material and it helped that he genuinely cared to develop our intellectual curiosity.

Professor Dorst was knowledgeable and enthusiastic about the material. He was able to explain complex ideas in an intuitive
manner.

The professor's deep understanding and familiarity with the course material was consistently tangible. He answered questions
appropriately, explained complicated concepts effectively and helped the class digest convoluted arguments. He never disparaged
students or stepped out of his area of expertise in answering questions. Because of his clear instruction and relatable examples, I
grew more comfortable with concepts I've learned in advanced physics courses, and I was able to conceptualize the implications of
these theories as well. The selection of course materials offered a thorough and well–directed path to answering deep questions
about the fundamental nature of reality, and Dr. Dorst was a faithful leader in our quest to understanding.

Was good at explaining and helpful

Dr Dorst is extremely is knowledgeable about his subject area and has a passion for teaching that shines through in every aspect
of his instruction. Especially given the online interface, I think Dr Dorst goes above and beyond to ensure students are having an
optimal educational experience.

He had a good way of explaining things, and takes all my questions seriously. I like the way he takes the important parts of the
readings and explains them very thoroughly and makes sure we understand before moving on.

Documented lecture notes for reference

Very good at breaking down difficult concepts before explaining how they all tie an entire theory together. I also noticed that whenever
a student asks a question, Dr. Dorst would summarise that question very accurately and concisely (which ensures everyone is on
the same page) before answering the question. I found this very helpful for my own learning. Dr. Dorst also encourages a very
positive and engaging learning environment: attentive to students (which I can imagine is even more difficult over Zoom) by for
example checking if we are following the material and extremely patient when responding to questions.
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Please identify the instructor's strengths that contributed to your learning in the course.

Note: The table below analyzes all student free responses by using data dictionaries to group the comments into themes and
attributes. A minimum of ten responses must be received in order for the text analytics table to display.

Attributes
[No. of comments]

Overall
[11]

HELPFUL / SUPPORTIVE 45.5 %

ENTHUSIASTIC / DEDICATED 27.3 %

KNOWLEDGEABLE 27.3 %

POSITIVE - GENERAL 27.3 %

RESPONSIVE 18.2 %

What additional constructive feedback can you offer the instructor that might help improve the course?

Comments

The lectures were very essential in understanding the material.

I like the organization of the class as is, however, I feel like we should have a set of practice problems for each section. Even if they
aren't a significant part of our grade, working out practice problems helps solidify the theory in my head. Something like question
2(?) on the first exam would help a lot.

overall he did a really great job given the circumstances. the only thing that I would add is maybe show supplement videos like
YouTube videos about the content. I feel like a video format would help a lot in understanding a lot of the content.

None, it was really interesting.

Maybe worksheets or some step in between the lectures and the quizzes to verify understanding of the material would be good! It
was always a little bit of a guessing game as to what I would be studying because the material was so dense but over all I believe I
performed well.

More assignments would be helpful, even if they do not impact the grade.

I think Dr. Dorst did a great job motivating, guiding and supporting the class. If anything, perhaps the professor could provide
additional supplementary resources and more opportunities for class discussion and student interaction (maybe breakout rooms
to answer discussion questions).

Unfortunately the online school experience really didn't help this class. I don't think philosophy classes work well online. Really I
could have taken it in person

This course was perfect as is. The material was difficult but this was not unexpected for me coming in.

I think this course design was heavily focused on physics in a way that I wasn't prepared for, and I think maybe explaining during
drop/add week that this course will have a heavy focus on physics over pure metaphysics might be useful. That said, I do think that I
enjoyed the physics more than I thought I would.

The course was very hard for me and some students I've talked to. There may need to be a week to introduce basic physics or a
more lenient grading scale.

I would suggest using the poll feature on Zoom more to ask questions that would gauge general understanding at the beginning
and end of class. I had another professor who asked the same question at the beginning (we would know the answer if we read the
textbook/paid attention last class) and end of class (the answer should be obvious). I thought that was a great way to check if
everyone is understanding particularly difficult concepts, and beneficial for students too, because we can know areas we need to
study/review without worrying about our answers being graded.
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What additional constructive feedback can you offer the instructor that might help improve the course?

Note: The table below analyzes all student free responses by using data dictionaries to group the comments into themes and
attributes. A minimum of ten responses must be received in order for the text analytics table to display.

Attributes
[No. of comments]

Overall
[12]

POSITIVE - GENERAL 41.7 %

DIFFICULT 33.3 %

HELPFUL / SUPPORTIVE 25.0 %

IMPORTANT / RELEVANT 16.7 %

INTERESTING 8.3 %

What constructive suggestion(s) do you have for improving the course materials, organization, and
assignments?

Comments

Probably just linking additional resources.

i think the first section with the first take home exam was a bit challenging, but still interesting to learn about. I think it is a little
difficult to understand some of the harder topics so it would be nice to just focus on the overall impacts rather than the smaller
details behind certain topics.

Really good feedback on the exams! I also appreciated the way you went over the quizzes and made yourself readily available to talk
through the material outside of class.

None

The only piece of constructive criticism I have about the course, which I'm not sure is even feasible, is that I think it would have been
really interesting to have a physics professor come in for each unit and answer conceptual/philosophical questions about the
theories themselves. I found it difficult sometimes to determine how seriously certain metaphysical arguments discussed in class
or in the readings are taken among physicists. I think hearing from researching physics faculty members who regularly work with
equations and experiments in relativity, statistical mechanics and quantum mechanics would help provide some context and also
give students the chance to probe even deeper into the material. Additionally, I think the book "The Order of Time" by Carlo Rovelli (or
at least some sections of it) would be a great addition to the course material.

Don't be online

We might have been better served as students if we could have discussion sessions where we talked in small groups about some
of the themes and ideas in the class.

I think if you want to keep it focused on physics than the material works well!

More accessible texts

I thought the grade distribution is fair, and our readings were spaced out well. I'm personally very interested in seeing how the
concepts we discuss in class relate to other areas of philosophy (particularly metaphysics) and would be very interested in reading
about this. I think our course readings were great, but perhaps diversifying our them a bit more could be interesting.

What constructive suggestion(s) do you have for improving the course materials, organization, and
assignments?

Note: The table below analyzes all student free responses by using data dictionaries to group the comments into themes and
attributes. A minimum of ten responses must be received in order for the text analytics table to display.

Attributes
[No. of comments]

Overall
[10]

POSITIVE - GENERAL 40.0 %

INTERESTING 30.0 %

DIFFICULT 20.0 %

AVAILABLE 20.0 %

NEGATIVE - GENERAL 10.0 %
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Please identify the topics and/or skills you learned in the course that you believe will have the highest
application for future courses or professional growth.

Comments

It taught me a lot about the fundamentals of physics.

This class fostered a lot of thinking outside of the box and general open–mindedness which has endless opportunities to aid in
future courses and life

I have no prior experience in anything science related so taking this course was honestly a really great opportunity that I am thankful
for. I look forward to maybe reading some more on the material!

space physics !

This course allowed me to practice reading complex works outside of my major, and expand my reasoning capabilities.

I have always been fascinated by philosophy of physics, but I now feel equipped with a background and roadmap to asking and
approaching the big questions. The theories we've built through readings and lectures will continue to frame the way I contextualize
my own existence, and the knowledge will help me interpret future physics discoveries.

I had a rudimentary understanding of kinetics and newtonian mechanics but the intuitions that motivated that understanding were
impoverished. I now have a fair grasp of the major developments in the history of physics broadly and issues like relativity and
quantum mechanics specifically.

I think that this class was really out of my comfort zone, and I am used to working with less constraints in metaphysics, but I think
this course has shown me how cool it can be and how rewarding it is to try to find the overlap between our best physical theories
and our best metaphysical theories. It's been a valuable way to challenge myself in that regard.

Physics

I personally have not taken a physics course since early highschool, so I thought everything we learned in this course was
immensely valuable (albeit it's not things we'd learn in a normal physics class). I'm not really sure if there are applications for future
courses or professional growth necessarily, since the material in this course is very specific, but I would highly recommend this
course to anyone who wants to diversify their own education and gain some deeper understanding of physical theories.

Please identify the topics and/or skills you learned in the course that you believe will have the highest
application for future courses or professional growth.

Note: The table below analyzes all student free responses by using data dictionaries to group the comments into themes and
attributes. A minimum of ten responses must be received in order for the text analytics table to display.

Attributes
[No. of comments]

Overall
[10]

IMPORTANT / RELEVANT 20.0 %

POSITIVE - GENERAL 20.0 %

HELPFUL / SUPPORTIVE 10.0 %

KNOWLEDGEABLE 10.0 %

INSTRUCTIVE / INFORMATIVE 10.0 %
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Supplemental Questions (Online)

1. The online environment of this course contributed to my ability
to learn the material.

Statistics Value

Mean 2.94

Standard Deviation 1.39

2. Student learning objectives were connected to course activities
and assignments.

Statistics Value

Mean 4.56

Standard Deviation 0.63

3. Course content is presented and structured in a logical,
consistent, and organized manner.

Statistics Value

Mean 4.63

Standard Deviation 0.50

4. There were a variety of assignments appropriate for an online
course.

Statistics Value

Mean 4.06

Standard Deviation 1.12
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