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INTRODUCTION

Teaching is a fundamental purpose of the University of Florida and the dissemination of new knowledge in our classrooms, studios,
and clinics enables our students and trainees to fully explore their intellectual boundaries. Assessment and evaluation of our courses
are designed to enhance instruction and maximize learning to meet the mission of the university. This report contains the results
gathered through the new GatorEvals system. Students were invited to share their feedback on the teaching and course material. We
invite every faculty member to examine the analysis in the report and utilize the resources provided in the report. Thank you for your
continued great work!

Chris Hass, Ph.D. 
Associate Provost for Academic and Faculty Affairs 

Prepared by:
Creation Date:

John Jordi
Friday, January 3, 2020

https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/
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Student Self-Evaluation Questions

Why did you take this course?

How would you rate your own participation (completed readings, assignments, etc.) in this course?

How would you rate your own participation (completed readings, assignments, etc.) in this course?

Instructor Evaluation Questions

Instructor Evaluation Questions

Strongly
Disagree

1

Disagree

2

Neutral

3

Agree

4

Strongly
Agree

5 Count Mean
Interpolated

Median SD

The instructor was enthusiastic about the
course.

0.0% 0.0% 4.5% 18.2% 77.3% 22 4.73 4.85 0.55

The instructor explained material clearly
and in a way that enhanced my
understanding.

0.0% 0.0% 9.1% 18.2% 72.7% 22 4.64 4.81 0.66

The instructor maintained clear standards
for response and availability (e.g.
turnaround time for email, office hours,
etc.)

0.0% 0.0% 9.1% 31.8% 59.1% 22 4.50 4.65 0.67

The instructor fostered a positive learning
environment that engaged students.

0.0% 0.0% 4.5% 27.3% 68.2% 22 4.64 4.77 0.58

The instructor provided prompt and
meaningful feedback on my work and
performance in the course.

0.0% 0.0% 4.5% 22.7% 72.7% 22 4.68 4.81 0.57

The instructor was instrumental to my
learning in the course.

0.0% 0.0% 9.1% 18.2% 72.7% 22 4.64 4.81 0.66
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Course Evaluation Questions

Course Evaluation Questions

Strongly
Disagree

1

Disagree

2

Neutral

3

Agree

4

Strongly
Agree

5 Count Mean
Interpolated

Median SD

Course content (e.g., readings, activities,
assignments) was relevant & useful.

4.5% 0.0% 9.1% 59.1% 27.3% 22 4.05 4.12 0.90

The course fostered regular interaction
between student and instructor.

0.0% 0.0% 4.5% 54.5% 40.9% 22 4.36 4.33 0.58

Course activities and assignments
improved my ability to analyze, solve
problems, and/or think critically.

0.0% 0.0% 22.7% 40.9% 36.4% 22 4.14 4.17 0.77

Overall, this course was a valuable
educational experience.

0.0% 4.5% 13.6% 45.5% 36.4% 22 4.14 4.20 0.83

For additional information and resources in each of these question areas, please visit the GatorEvals Website at
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/resources--policies/question-set/

Instructor Evaluation Questions - Aggregate Chart

Note that in the following aggregate chart "Strongly Agree" and "Agree" have been grouped together as "Agree" while "Strongly
Disagree" and "Disagree" have been grouped together as "Disagree".
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Course Evaluation Questions - Aggregate Chart

Note that in the following aggregate chart "Strongly Agree" and "Agree" have been grouped together as "Agree" while "Strongly
Disagree" and "Disagree" have been grouped together as "Disagree".

Instructor Evaluation Questions - Comparative Scores

Question
Your Score

Department
Average

(LAS(LS)-
Philosophy)

College
Average (CLAS-
Interdisciplinary

Studies)

University
Average

Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median

The instructor was enthusiastic about the course. 4.73 4.85 4.39 4.63 4.42 4.68 4.49 4.72

The instructor explained material clearly and in a way that
enhanced my understanding.

4.64 4.81 4.12 4.47 4.12 4.45 4.22 4.55

The instructor maintained clear standards for response and
availability (e.g. turnaround time for email, office hours, etc.)

4.50 4.65 4.33 4.59 4.35 4.61 4.38 4.65

The instructor fostered a positive learning environment that
engaged students.

4.64 4.77 4.16 4.47 4.27 4.58 4.34 4.64

The instructor provided prompt and meaningful feedback on
my work and performance in the course.

4.68 4.81 3.93 4.26 4.09 4.42 4.18 4.53

The instructor was instrumental to my learning in the course. 4.64 4.81 4.03 4.43 4.00 4.38 4.14 4.53

Overall 4.64 - 4.16 - 4.21 - 4.29 -
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Course Evaluation Questions - Comparative Scores

Question
Your Score

Department
Average

(LAS(LS)-
Philosophy)

College
Average (CLAS-
Interdisciplinary

Studies)

University
Average

Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median

Course content (e.g., readings, activities, assignments) was
relevant & useful.

4.05 4.12 4.18 4.27 4.11 4.22 4.16 4.28

The course fostered regular interaction between student and
instructor.

4.36 4.33 4.02 4.20 3.86 4.05 3.94 4.14

Course activities and assignments improved my ability to
analyze, solve problems, and/or think critically.

4.14 4.17 4.08 4.27 4.03 4.18 4.08 4.24

Overall, this course was a valuable educational experience. 4.14 4.20 4.05 4.23 4.08 4.26 4.16 4.35

Overall 4.17 - 4.08 - 4.02 - 4.08 -
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Comments

Please identify the instructor's strengths that contributed to your learning in the course.

Comments

Professor Dorst's class was informing, engaging, and I really enjoyed taking it. I really enjoyed the way Professor Dorst lectured to
the class. He was funny and the content was interesting. I also liked that this class fostered discussion and that a lot of students
were willing to participate. Professor Dorst was also willing to answer questions and was helpful in ensuring that students
understood what he was teaching.

He explained everything clearly and if there were ever questions he took the time to answer them, whether that was in the class or
after class. He was always very happy to have a discussion about the material; this in particular helped in my understanding as it
brought the material into new contexts.

clear explanations

Very straightforward and passionate lectures that generally gave all the information I could need to be successful in my
assignments for the class.

Very passionate about the topic of philosophy and takes students' responses seriously and helps them analyze them. Fosters
class discussion in a way that makes learning the topic very interesting and has a good sense of how to guide students' ideas
about a topic towards the right direction without giving explicit answers outright, which helps students reach their own conclusions
and think them through fully. Also provides meaningful feedback on papers in a way that it is clear he has fully read and attempted to
understand what students are saying, and provides specific constructive feedback when necessary.

Professor Dorst was very engaging and was able to explain the topics well. He incorporated humor into the course that helped the
class stay engaged. He was very knowledgable and was happy to offer help whenever asked.

Being Funny

Did a fantastic job of presenting difficult or obtuse information in ways that were very understandable. He made even the most
difficult readings clear and easy to understand, which drastically improved the course and my understanding of all of the course
materials

He allowed us to fully discuss every reading and explore every view which helped us widen our perspectives.

The lectures were very beneficial in understanding the content of the course. Having the lecture notes posted on Canvas was very
helpful to have to look back on for papers and the midterm/final.

Explained each reading in a clear fashion

My instructor made very difficult concepts, easy to understand and that helped me succeed in my papers and exams.

He was always enthusiastic about explaining the concept as much as he could be, and provided different perspectives to
understand the topic, as well as different scenarios and challenges to common beliefs.

He encouraged debate and opinions in the class, and the discussions were thought provoking and very helpful, especially in regard
to coming up with what to write on the essays

Dr. Dorst is obviously super passionate about the subject. He offers a very comfortable learning environment in this class. I am a
science person with a love for math and numbers so philosphy is often hard for me to wrap my head around. Dr. Dorst made sure
to really go over the material and even drew figures and typed up notes for us. Very approachable in and outside of class. I loved
him and I wish I was good at philosophy so I could have him as a professor again.

Explains topics very clearly and is willing to reexplain until understood.

There was a strong emphasis on making complex concepts more easily understood that I appreciated. I also appreciated helpful
office hours where I left every time feeling more confident in my understanding of the material and well supported by the professor.
The professor obviously loves the subject and made the class enjoyable by expressing this sentiment and I felt my understanding
of the topic was highly valued and well encouraged.
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Please identify the instructor's strengths that contributed to your learning in the course.

What additional constructive feedback can you offer the instructor that might help improve the course?

Comments

My only complaint about this course is that once we got off the schedule in the syllabus it was never updated to reflect where we
were with course materials for the actual course meeting times. This made it difficult to know how to prepare for class. An easy fix
for this is simply to update the syllabus throughout the semester to reflect where the class actually is and not where they were
supposed to be.

One thing that could be improved would be to call the time on discussions slightly sooner as we fell behind in the readings for the
course.

actual exams instead of papers

Not much to talk about here because he did a great job, but maybe explain prompts for papers a bit more in detail in class and give
potential ideas to guide students in the right direction on these assignments.

Assign the papers further in advance as there were some weeks when exams and the papers overlapped and I had to rush through
the paper.

Nothing in particular

I would say to have a day before the paper is due to go over content before a paper was due or an exam. Also more detail in notes
posted on canvas because there was often a lot of info missing.

Further explain opposing viewpoints

I would do less readings and more interactive assignments.

He did quite well, but perhaps more material on what is expected from essays and papers would be appreciated.

None. He was awesome and great especially for this class!

More practice or examples prior to first paper, clearer expectations for this paper.

N/A
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What additional constructive feedback can you offer the instructor that might help improve the course?

What constructive suggestion(s) do you have for improving the course materials, organization, and
assignments?

Comments

Update the syllabus through the semester if the class deviates from the intended schedule.

A constructive suggestion for improving the organization would be to make it clearer that they are different sections as this would
help me identify the texts easier.

I would like to have more assignments overall added to the course, even if they are short writing assignments based off of readings
that are separate from reading checks, to reward the more dedicated of students for their effort and understanding, as currently, with
only 4 papers making up a significant portion of the grade, one bad score can hurt grades significantly, especially for a class which
should be easier to get high marks as an "intro" class.

Make the intro courses more standard, as each professor seemed to be ding different things.

I felt that the epistemology and theology units were the least interesting and useful compared to some of the other topics we looked
at.

N/A

Go more in depth on the different philosophical perspectives before students do readings as examples of them.

I would incorporate more interactive at home assignments rather than just assigning readings as homework. It gets a bit repetitive.

It would be nice if the source for texts was consistently online or in one book that was easily accessible to the student because it
wasn't.

I thought the material was laid out and planned out nicely.

Clearer reference and expectations prior to first assessment.

N/A
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Please identify the topics and/or skills you learned in the course that you believe will have the highest
application for future courses or professional growth.

Comments

Critical thinking was a skill I definitely learned in this class. Students were expected to wrap their brains around complex,
complicated topics in this class and see things from the opposing view as well.

The useful skills I learned from the course that would help with future courses would be to consider the viewpoints and systems in
a new context which could severely alter them and how they could be altered.

critical thinking and reasoning skills

General sets of mind for the evaluation of documents, also interpreting writing written in confusing language.

Analytical thinking and openness to hearing different opinions and understanding the reasoning behind them, both of which are
skills useful in everyday life, no matter what field a student goes into.

Mostly critical thinking skills.

The ability to read some more difficult works, analyze them, and discuss with others about things that are not very intuitive, or that
are somewhat controversial.

Writing skills.

Looking at everything from many perspectives to come to the best conclusion.

Analyzing texts and understanding difficult concepts was a large portion of the skills I gained through this class.

This course definitely provides a different perspective on world issues and beliefs because that is what philosophy is about, so that
can help in almost anything that involves critical thinking and situation analyzing.

The ability to think critically and debate with those of differing opinions respectfully, while still learning.

I am going into the medical field so ethics is important and being a good person. I think a lot of what we covered is really eye
opening because I've never had a reason to think this deep before.

Critical thinking logic skills.

The ability to consider the arguments of others with an unbiased perspective and a deeper insight into some of the bigger
questions of life.

Please identify the topics and/or skills you learned in the course that you believe will have the highest
application for future courses or professional growth.
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